
 

 
 

Dear Student, 

 

 Thank you for you interest in completing your High School Graduation Project with 

the North Carolina State Parks.  This could be the first step in discovering a passion for 

conserving and protecting North Carolina’s natural resources.  A carefully planned Graduation 

Project is an opportunity to explore potential careers in environmental science and natural 

resources management. 

  

 The North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation boasts more than 50 parks, 

recreation areas and natural areas. The mission of the state parks system is to conserve and 

protect the natural beauty and ecological features of our state; to provide outdoor recreational 

opportunities in a safe and healthy environment; and to promote good stewardship through 

environmental education.  Any Graduation Project done within the parks must meet this mission.  

Examples of past projects completed at the parks include: an education program that taught park 

visitors about the importance of prescribed fire, a project to improve park trails, and a scientific 

study monitoring small mammals in the park.  

 

 The staff members of North Carolina’s state 

parks are passionate about the work they do.  To share that 

passion they are willing to take on the responsibility of 

being a mentor to students who are serious and 

enthusiastic about completing a graduation project at the 

park.  Becoming a mentor is a responsibility taken on in 

addition to a park ranger’s normal job duties.  It is 

essential that all students selected are serious about 

completing projects in a timely fashion. To help accommodate the number of project requests, 

any student wishing to start a graduation project at a park is required to fill out the following 

application and return it to the park.  A staff member will contact you within two weeks of 

submitting the application to discuss your project and help you plan your next steps. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The North Carolina State Parks Staff 

 

 

 

  



High School Graduation Project Application 

 

General Information 

 

Name  Date  

Street Address  

City, State, Zip  

Phone (         )  

School Name  

Teacher  

Parent or Guardian  Phone (        ) 

State Park You Desire 

to Work  With 
 

Park 

Address 
 

Background Information 

Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability.  These questions allow us 

to select applicants whose interests and project ideas are a good fit with the mission of North 

Carolina State Parks. 

1.  What are some of your experiences as a state park visitor? 

 

 

 

 

2.  Why do you want to complete your Graduation Project at a state park? 

 

 

 

 

3.  What are some of your ideas for a Graduation Project? 

 

 

 

 

4.  What do you hope to learn from doing a project at a state park? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5.  Please describe the role you see your mentor playing in your graduation project ? 

 

 

 

 

6.  What form of transportation do you have to get you to the park to meet with your mentor? 

Do you have a secondary transportation option? 

 

 

 

7.  What timeframe do you have to complete your project? 

 

 

 

 

8.  Would your parent or guardian be willing to attend the initial meeting with your mentor? 

 

 

 

 

I have completed these questions honestly and to the best of my ability. 

Student’s Signature  Date  

Parent or Guardian’s 

Signature 
 Date  

 

Upon completing this application, please mail, or deliver it to the state park where you would 

like to complete your high school graduation project.  Please see the following page for a map 

of the parks and the addresses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



State Park Contact Information 
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